
Author Reading evening with 3 

local authors. 
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New Library Members ééééééééééééééé... 734 

Total #  items checked out éééééééééééééé 232,465 

New items added to collection éééééééééééé. 3,839 

Total ebooks checked out éééééééééééééé. 1,233 

Public Access Internet Appointments éééééééééé 12,223 

Number of Visitors ééééééé...ééééééééé. 140,000   

More Than Just Books .  .  . 

Quick Facts & Figures 

Jake Epp Library  

2010 Annual Report 

   When you visit the library 
what do you expect?  The 
obvious answer is ï books!  
Yes, but you will also dis-
cover that we are far more 
than just books.  We have 
become a community re-
source center. 

   Our multi-purpose room 
is used for Story Hour, Tod-
dler & Me, Baby & Me on a 
weekly basis and is also 
the location for author read-
ings.  

   Steinbach is a growing 
city with families relocating 
from other parts of Canada 
and from other countries. 
The library has wonderful 
partnerships that allow us 
to be involved in adult liter-
acy, free sessions dealing 
with a variety of health is-
sues, and improving com-
munication skills. 

   The multi-purpose room 
has become a favorite 
place to hold meetings as 

the rental cost is minimal, 
or free for non profit 
groups.  

   With ebooks becoming a 
wonderful reading resource 
for commuters and travel-
ers, the library is also help-
ing people fill this need as 
library membership also 
gives our patrons access to 

an electronic library to 
ñborrowò ebooks. 

   Through online resources 
found on our website the 
library can offer other data-
bases to our patrons to as-
sist with research and 
homework. Our website will 

also keep our community 
informed about the library 
and our programs. 

   The library is also the 
public access site for Inter-
net and computer re-
sources for the entire com-
munity.  Library member-
ship is not required and the 
computer stations are well 
used. 

   After two years of discus-
sion the City of Steinbach 
reached a decision and an 
expansion for the library 
has been granted a green 
light and we look forward to 
construction in 2011. 

    The library still keeps the 
community supplied with 
books for reading pleasure 
and information.  Due to a 
large increase in circulation 
during 2010 our staff han-
dled about 1500 books 
every day. 

      2010 has been an ex-
citing year! 
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It is a great pleasure for me to present the 2010 Jake Epp Library Annual Report. 
 
Each year as I compile the report, I am surprised and pleased by the number of programs, activities and 
events that took place.  There was always something going on at the Jake Epp Library! We had author read-
ings, Story Hour, Baby & Me, Toddler & Me, Summer Reading Program and much, much more. 
 
To the Jake Epp Library staff I extend my deepest thanks for your dedication and hard work.  
I am sincerely grateful to our volunteers, donors and supporters for your ongoing commitment. And most 
importantly thank you to the citizens of Steinbach and the surrounding area, whose interests and expecta-
tions continue to drive our quest for achieving excellence in public library service. One only needs to have a 
quick glance at the statistics to see how important our library is to the community and surrounding areas. 
 
A special thank you goes to the Library Board for their direction and support. They are all only a phone call 
or email away, and always willing to lend a hand where needed. 
 
And last, but not least, thank you to Public Library Services who provide us with information, resources and 
support, to help us be the best that we can be! 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  

Loraine Trudeau, Head Librarian 

March 2011 

2010 was an exciting year at the Jake Epp Library. We experienced a significant increase in our patronage 
and continued to search for available shelf space. As the year progressed, we continued to dream and pa-
tiently wait for the approval of an expanded library. Fortunately, our wait ended near the end of 2010 as we 
received overwhelming support and approval from the Municipal Board and City Council for the expansion. 
 
Once again, weôve been privileged to receive outstanding service from the dedicated staff at the Jake Epp 
Library. Acting with honesty and integrity in the pursuit of furthering public knowledge and education, they 
continue to create and develop strong community ties with caring relationships and community programs. 
Story Hour, Author Readings, the Summer Reading Program, and Family Literacy Day were all strongly at-
tended and enormously successful due to the leadership of Loraine Trudeau and the Jake Epp Library staff. 
 
The past year was also a financial success for the library. Not only did we see strong usage of the internet 
terminals and media rentals, but we also received several donations from both private citizens and the busi-
ness community. In addition, the Friends of the Library has continued to provide us with tremendous sup-
port. This year, we used a portion of their support to upgrade our computer terminals, providing quicker ac-
cess to the internet for our patrons. Ending with a balanced budget, weôre in a strong position to meet the 
future in a larger facility. 
 
On behalf of the Jake Epp Library board and staff, Iôd like to thank you for your support over the past year. 
Iôd also ask that you continue to show your support as we enter the construction process. It may present 
some challenges and test our patience, but the project will be worth the inconvenience. When the upgraded 
facility is opened, it will be a superior platform for learning and community development. We look forward to 
being able to share it with you.  
 
Respectfully submitted by:  

Jon Sawatzky, Board Chair 

February 2011 

 2010 Librarianõs Report  

 2010 Chairpersonõs Report  
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Chairperson 
Jon Sawatzky 

   
City of Steinbach Councilor 

John Fehr 

Vern Falk 
Phyllis Toews 
Barb Guenther 
Anne Friesen  

Lloyd Funk 

Loraine Trudeau ï Head Librarian 

Carolyn Graham ï Assistant Librarian 

 

    
   

Pam Toews   

Lynn Neufeld 

Susan Hiebert  

Aubrey Dyck 

Norma Klassen 

Erin Gerbrandt  

Elsie Hiebert 

Sharon Trudeau 

Vi Brown 

Marty Dyck  

Tracey Pankratz 

Michelle Neufeld 

Mildred Reimer  

Janet Friesen 

Marilyn Martens 

Amanda Peters 

Monday to Friday - 10:00 am to 9:00 pm 

Saturday - 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

The goal of the Jake Epp Library is to make a wide variety of print, audio, and visual materials available to as 
many community residents as possible to promote individual life-long learning.  Within the limits of its budget 
and the criteria contained in the selection policy, the library will do its best to meet the educational, entertain-
ment and informational needs of its patrons and to provide convenient hours and appropriate library services 
for all community residents. 
 
The freedom to read is essential to a democratic society.  The Jake Epp Library acts as a guardian of this 
freedom.  As such, it will resist efforts by individuals or groups, no matter how well meaning, who seek to im-
pose their own standards and tastes on the selection of materials for itsô collection.  The fact that children 
have access to all library resources will not in any way restrict the selection process.  Responsibility for what 
children read rests with their parents and guardians. 
 
The Jake Epp Library also has a responsibility to protect and enhance intellectual freedom.  It will do this by 
making it possible for readers to choose from materials which represent the widest diversity of thought and 
expression, including ideas which may be considered unpopular or unorthodox.  It should be clearly under-
stood that the library does not necessarily endorse the points of view taken by all the material it makes avail-
able to the public. 

Hours of Operation 

 Jake Epp Library Mission Statement  

  

Staff   

Board Members   
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 2010 in Review  

January 

Family Literacy Day - January 27 
     Due to lack of space at the Library, our annual 
pajama party had to be put on hold for 2010. Instead 
we held an outdoor event so we could accommo-
date the large crowd of attendees we regularly an-
ticipate for this popular annual event.   

     The theme was ñSing for Literacyò and Cornie 
Rempel & Michelle Sawatsky, popular local radio 
personalities, agreed to come and help us with a 
community sing-a-long.  The City of Steinbach has 
an open air skating rink next to the Library parking 
lot, so along with singing, kids and parents were en-
couraged to bring their skates.  To help keep warm,  
two fire barrels were set up and watched over by a 
local fireman. 

     It was a very cold evening, and we were pleas-
antly surprised at the number of families who braved 
the weather to celebrate Literacy Day.  Hot choco-
late and cookies were provided by our sponsor Har-
vest Honda, and each child was given a free book 
donated by South Eastman Community Literacy 
Network and a goody bag donated by our local 
Safeway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February  
 

Author Reading  
 

The first author reading 

of the year was with au-

thor Helen Martens, 

from Winnipeg, who pre-

sented her book ñFelix 

Mendelssohn: Out of the 

Depths of His Heartò. 

Her research included 

reading hundreds of let-

ters both to and from 

Mendelssohn, many in 

the original German.  

Her desire is to help readers discover a brilliant man 

who swam against the stream. 

 

March  
Author Reading  

 
A Shift in Fate, tells the 
story of a young girl, lost 
and alone in the dead of 
winter. Her unlikely 
hero, is the dog, 
Sarna. Set in Manitoba 
and Northwestern On-
tario the story tells of 
their adventures and the 
bond of trust and which 
grows between them.  
To enjoy the reading by 
Sonja Crawford we in-
vited two grade 6 

classes to be our guests. Sonja Crawford lives in 
Winnipeg. 

  

    



P A G E  5  

April  
The Cat in the Hat  
Seussical: the Musical 
came to Steinbach, and to 
complement the event, the 
Library hosted a ñMeet the 
Cat in the Hatò hour.  

Children came to meet the 
Cat in the Hat (some al-
lowed their parents to 
come along) and enjoyed 
an hour of entertainment. 

ñWe looked! 

And we saw him! 

The Cat in the Hat! 

And he said to us, 

Why do you sit there like that? 

I know it is wet  

And the sun is not sunny. 

But we can have  

Lots of good fun that is funny!ó 

(Excerpt from The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss) 

 

 

Author Reading  
 

The Maraboutôs Secret 
was written by prolific 
German author Karl May.  
It was translated by 
Robert Stermscheg and 
we were privileged to 
have him visit our library 
for a reading.  The story 
centers around a genera-
tional feud between two 

European families.  
With romance, adven-
ture, plot twists, and  
battles of wits, the story 
appeals to a wide audi-
ence. 

 

The Maraboutôs Secret 
is a continuation of the 
story begun in The 
Prussian Lieutenant. 

 

May 
Between Earth & Sky by Ralph 
Friesen is Steinbachôs story. The 
following quote is taken from the 
Foreword written by Royden 
Loewen. 

ñ In your hands you hold the re-
markable story of Steinbachôs 
pioneers.  In 1874, 18 Low Ger-
man-speaking Mennonite fami-
lies built a peaceful, closely-knit 
farm village on the eastern edge 
of the great Canadian prairie. 
Steinbach was part of a larger 
Mennonite community that was 
settling in the new province of 
Manitoba after receiving assur-
ances of military exemption, edu-
cational freedom and land from 
the Canadian government. Over 
the next 50 years one generation melded into the 
next and Steinbach slowly evolved into a regional 
commercial center, welcomed newcomers, and built 
ties to other communities. But it never departed from 
the original faith-based principles - a close knit and 
supportive community, peace and nonviolence, 
close ties to the land, and humble before God and 
neighbor. The author of this book, Ralph Friesen, is 
a native son of Steinbach. His great, great grand-
mother delivered the villageôs first babies, his great 
grandfather built the village windmill, his father ran a 
small business on Main Street and was a minister in 
the local Evangelical Mennonite Church.  Ralph him-
self attended high school here, before marrying 
Hannah Hofer of Hutterite background and embark-
ing on a successful career as a civil servant and 
then marriage counselor.  He writes this book as an 
insider.  He knows the family lines, the village nu-
ances, the Low German culture.  He has a keen eye 
for the poetic, the unique, the ironic.  His very close 
readings of newspapers and other documents of 
time, brings out all the colour and dynamic  zest of 
Steinbachôs first residents.ò   
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May 
 

Reading with  

Ronald McDonald  
 

The Library was very pleased to 
be able to utilize such a well-
known character as Ronald 
McDonald to encourage children 
to read.  The children had a 
great time! 

June   
Author Reading with Elizabeth Bartel 

   The Library first 
invited Bartel to hold an author 
reading several years ago with 
her book ñEven Such is Timeò.  

We were pleased to see an even better attendance 
for her second reading and the evening was a re-
sounding success.    Her memoir, ñAbout Those 
Reimersò chronicles one of the historical  families 
that settled in Steinbach.  As a past resident of this 
community she knows the history and the people. 

100 Acre Wood  

Celebration  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate A.A. Milneôs 
classic Winnie the Pooh sto-
ries, the Library invited all 
the grade one classes from 
all three local elementary 
schools for a visit.  Each 
school group came at a dif-
ferent time, and they moved 
around a variety of stations 
to participate in various ac-
tivities.  Lots of volunteers 
helped to make this a really fun experience for the 
children and celebrate the joy that these stories 
have brought for many years. 

  

    


